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Glenn southwell - president

welcome From
our president
I’d like to offer you all a very warm welcome to Barkers.

We’ve got an exciting season ahead of us. We’ve dusted ourselves off after the
disappointment of relegation and we’re looking forward to playing against some new
teams. And I’m pleased to see we’ve got some familiar foes amongst our peer group too.

It’s fantastic to see Tyler in post as our new head coach and I think he’ll bring a great
mix of passion and expertise. He’s off to a flying start already by recruiting Andy
Weaver as forwards coach. Andy brings a wealth of knowledge and skills and I know
he’ll make a positive difference, both as a player and a coach.

Barkers is fiercely proud to be an amateur club, but with that philosophy, we can
struggle to attract talented players who are often tempted with lucrative financial
incentives. Fortunately, our thriving mini and junior section gives us a ready-made
pipeline of talent who are driven by loyalty rather than cash! Our track record for
fielding senior squads made up largely of our own alumni is second to none. Watching a
child progress through the club and run out with their heroes as a senior is the
epitome of a grassroots club. As president, that’s the kind of success that makes me
proud.

I hope you enjoy your time at the club with us today and, regardless of any results, you
receive the warm and friendly welcome that we all work hard to provide.



coaches
corner

chris kirby - women’s senior head coach

tyler price - men’s senior head coach

Barkers Women are set for an exciting season ahead. Several players who
first picked up a ball in the Barkers Minis program have returned from
university, bringing fresh energy and experience back into the squad. Pre-
season has seen a strong focus on fitness and skills, with clear
improvements across the team. With hard work behind them and plenty of
talent in the ranks, Barkers Women are ready to build momentum and look
forward to the challenges of the season.

The men’s 1st XV have started the 2025/26 season strongly - sitting at the top
of the league having only lost twice this season. intensity and attendance
are improving weekly, with growing commitment across the squad. Exciting
young talent is coming through, pushing standards and driving
competition for places. Selection is becoming increasingly difficult, which
reflects the strength and depth developing within the group. The team’s
hard work, energy, and determination are clear as we continue to build
strong momentum for the season ahead.



team news
starting XV

1.  Pete Stapleton*
2.  Sam Finnie* (VC)
3.Ethan Clemo* - sponsored by RMC carpentry
4.Andrew Weaver*
5.Jacob Griffin*
6.  Luke Linton*
7.Sam Hines*
8.Chris Zutic - Sponsored by R A Zutic Plumbing & Heating Ltd
9.ewan lawson* (C) - sponsored by cr civil engineering ltd

10.  Brad Southwell*
11.sam burbridge* - sponsored by jh Renovations LTD
12.Charlie Kirby*
13. Louie Toal* - Sponsored by martin Sutliff Golf LTD
14.Jack Morris
15. Leo Mitchell*

Replacements
16. JAck Boland*
17. Cameron McNally*
18. Alex Hawkswood* - Sponsored by Heart of England Co-
operative Society LTD

*Denotes BBRFC M&J Graduate



today’s opponents
About Bournville RFC

Bournville RFC are a proud Midlands rugby union club based in
Birmingham, with a long-standing tradition of developing competitive
teams and fostering a strong community spirit. Founded in 1909, the club
has grown from local roots into an established side within the English
rugby pyramid, known for its resilience and commitment to attractive,
hard-working rugby.

Playing their home matches at Avery Fields, Bournville combine a blend of
experienced players and emerging talent, often producing exciting, fast-
paced performances built on a solid forward platform and inventive back
play. In recent seasons, they have competed at a high level in National
League rugby, consistently challenging themselves against some of the
strongest sides in the country.

Off the field, the club is deeply connected to the local community, with a
thriving mini and junior section that underpins its future success.
Matchdays at Bournville are known for their welcoming atmosphere,
passionate support, and strong club ethos.

Today’s fixture promises another test of their character and ambition, as
Bournville look to impose their physicality and flair while continuing to
build on their proud rugby heritage.



Last Week’s
Report
Match Report: Bromsgrove II 28 - Barkers 28

Counties 2 midlands west (EAST)

In a thrilling top-of-the-table clash, Bromsgrove RFC II and Barkers Butts RFC
shared the spoils in a dramatic 28–28 draw.

The hosts started brightly, punishing early ill-discipline from Barkers to take the
lead. The visitors responded through a dominant driving maul, which proved a
constant threat throughout. Although Bromsgrove added a try in the corner,
Barkers again hit back with another powerful maul score to take a 17–11 lead into
half time.

The second half saw Barkers’ discipline falter, allowing Bromsgrove to edge back in
front. Barkers replied with a close-range try following sustained pressure in the
hosts’ 22 to keep the contest finely balanced.

Late drama followed as Bromsgrove struck in the final two minutes to lead 28–23,
seemingly sealing victory. However, from the restart, Sam Burbridge regathered
brilliantly to spark one last attack. After sustained pressure, Brad Southwell
kicked to the corner, and Barkers drove over from 15 metres to level the scores.
Sam Finnie scored a hat-trick, with Andrew Weaver adding another, while Southwell
contributed two penalties and a conversion.



position: centre

age: 23

years at bbrfc: 8 years

pre game food: scrambled egg on toast

PRe match superstitions: white monster alwats before a game

rugby hero: dave nurse

most memorable bbrfc moment: winning the league 23/24

getting to know

Louie Toal
sponsored by

Martin sutliff golf lt



m&J update
Mini & Junior Section Update – #OneGreatClub
 What a weekend at Barkers! Storm Amy might have roared, but it was no match for
the passion, power and pride on display across our club. The action exploded into
life on Friday night as our U15 and U16 boys stormed the pitch with dominant
victories, setting the tone for what was to come. 

Sunday was nothing short of spectacular – a true festival of rugby! Barkers became
the beating heart of the game as 850 mini players from across the UK descended on
our grounds for a day of fun, friendship and fantastic rugby. Every single player
was a winner, and we owe a huge thank you to our U14 boys and their parents for
making it all happen. 

Our junior and girls’ squads lit up the weekend too. The U13 boys and U12/U14 girls
dazzled with skill and determination, while our Colts and U16 girls delivered
outstanding performances to claim victory in their national cup games – what an
achievement! 

Adding to the magic, we were honoured to welcome Red Roses World Cup winners
Jade Shekells and Charlie Hayter, along with Taiwo Owatemi MP, who joined us to
celebrate everything that makes rugby so special. .

Looking Ahead Plans are already in motion for Mini Tour 2026 – St Ives! After last
year’s incredible tour with 680 attendees, we can’t wait to create more
unforgettable memories. Fundraising is underway, so please support where you can.
Finally, a huge thank you to our amazing volunteers and coaches who make all this
possible. Your time and dedication keep our club thriving. Let’s keep showing that
Barkers’ spirit on and off the pitch!

Enjoy the game! 
David Medcraft – M&J Chairman

https://www.nickbimages.com/


mens 1  xv fixturesst

6  September - Southam (H) - won 41-12th

13  september - birmingham & solihull (H) - won 38-27th

20  september - Berkswell & Balsall (H) (CUP) HWOth

4  october - lutterworth II (A) - won 29-26th

11  october -  berkswell & Balsall (H) VP DAY - lost 24-19th

18  October - Harbury (A) - won 31-27th

25  OCtober - old laurentians (A) (CUP) - won 22-21th

8  november - harborne (H) -  won 55-5th

22  Nobember - CLaverdon (A) - won 24-3nd

29  november - bromsgrove II (H) - won 29-19th

6  December - Bournville II (A)  - won 13-10th

13  december - upton-on-severn (H)  - won 36-5th

20  December - Coventry Welsh (A)  - won 38-7th

17  january - lutterworth II (H)  - won 34-22th

24  january - berkswell & Balsall (A)  - won 10-9th

31 january - smiths rugby (H)  rfu counties community cup last 16 - lost 61-0
7   February - birmingham & Solihull (A)  lost  32-25th

14  february - harbury (H) - won 29-27th

28  february - harborne (A) - won 61-12th

7  march - claverdon (H) -Presidents Pre match lunch - won 41-10th

21  march - bromsgrove II (A) - drew 28-28st

28  march - bournville II (H)th

11  April - upton-on-severn (A)th

18  april - coventry welsh (H)th

25  April - southam (A)th



thank you to our
sponsors



sponsorship
opportunities

£420 first payment
£370 renewalCOMPANY LOGO ON THE MATCHDAY

DIGITAL PROGRAMME
announcement post on our social
media before a 1  team match dayst

Photo with a 1  team player post
game on our social media

st

11 available - £150 each

1  TEAM MATCH DAYST

Includes: 
For the player - Players Membership for one year
For the player - training kit bundle
Your company logo featured on the player wall in the main
corridor
Your Company logo featured on TV Screen in the clubhouse
yOUR COMPANY LOGO ON THE MATCHDAY DIGITAL PROGRAMME

contact bbrfckit@gmail.com for more information

*Prices are based on a two year deal 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE vat

pitchboards*

Player sponsors

£200 + VAT PER SEASON

MATCHDAY / players / pitchside boards
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